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SUBJECT: THE CARIBBEAN TO BE THEME OF 1979 SUPER BOWL 

1 . THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE, NFL, HAS DECIDED TO MAKE 
THE CARIBBEAN THE THEME OF THE 1979 SUPER BOWL TO BE 
PLAYED NEXT JANUARY IN THE ORANGE BOWL IN MIAMI. THE NFL 
EXPECTS TO UTILIZE THE CARIBBEAN THEME IN DEVELOPING THE 
HALF-TIME SHOW AND ALSO IN OTHER ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING 
THE EVENT, PARTICULARLY THE LARGE MEDIA RECEPTION WHICH 
TRADITIONALLY TAKES PLACE THE NIGHT BEFORE THE SUPER BOWL. 
THE NFL IS WORKING PRIMARILY THROUGH THE CARIBBEAN HOTEL 
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ASSOCIATION AND THE CARIBBEAN TOURISM ASSOCIATION BUT HAS 
ASKED FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S ADVISE AND GUIDANCE. ARA/CAR 
ASHLEY HEWITT MET WITH NFL COMMISSIONER AND OTHER OFFICIALS 
OF THE NFL ON MAY 4 TO REVIEW PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR'S SUPER 
BOWL AND CONSIDER THE CARIBBEAN ASPECTS. 

2. THE NFL IS CONSIDERING INVITING CHIEFS OF STATE FROM 
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CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES TO ATTEND THE SUPER BOWL AND THE MEDIA 
RECEPTION. THE DEGREE OF EXPOSURE OF EACH ATTENDING CHIEF 
OF STATE IS UNCLEAR BUT IT COULD BE CONSIDERABLE. YOUR 
ADVISE ON WHETHER AN INVITATION TO THE CHIEF OF STATE OF 
YOUR HOST COUNTRY WOULD BE HELPFUL. 

NOTE: THE NFL TELLS US THAT THE GUEST LIST AT THE MEDIA 
RECEPTION IS FLEXIBLE BUT THAT NO MORE THAN THREE OR FOUR 
TICKETS TO THE SUPER BOWL GAME COULD BE GIVEN TO EACH 
PARTY. IF THE CHIEF OF STATE OF YOUR HOST COUNTRY CUS- 
TOMARILY TRAVELS WITH A LARGE ENTOURAGE WHICH EXPECTS TO 
BE INCLUDED IN ALL EVENTS THIS MIGHT RENDER AN INVITATION 
INAPPROPRIATE. YOUR ESTIMATE OF WHETHER A CHIEF OF STATE 
WOULD ACCEPT AN INVITATION WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL. 

3. THE NFL IS ALSO INTERESTED IN IDENTIFYING COLORFUL 
MARCHING BANDS OR UNITS THAT MIGHT BE INVITED TO PARTI 
CIPATE IN HALF-TIME ACTIVITIES OR OTHER EVENTS CONNECTED 
WITH THE SUPER BOWL. FOR EXAMPLE, HEWITT MENTIONED THE 
POLICE BAND FROM THE BAHAMAS AND THE JDF BAND FROM JAMAICA. 
WELL PREPARED AND COLORFULLY COSTUMED CARNIVAL-TYPE GROUPS 
MAY ALSO BE INVITED. THE NFL WILL PROBABLY BE PREPARED TO 
LODGE AND FEED GROUPS WHILE IN MIAMI AND ALSO PROVIDE 
TRANSPORTATION TO THE SUPER BOWL AND RELATED EVENTS. 
HOWEVER, INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTATION WOULD HAVE TO BE 
PAID BY THE HOST GOVERNMENT OR SOME OTHER SOURCE. YOUR 
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SUGGESTIONS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

4. NFL IS ALSO CONSIDERING INVITING DISTINGUISHED 
ATHLETES, BOTH THOSE CURRENTLY ACTIVE AND PAST "GREATS" 

FROM THE CARIBBEAN AREA TO BE SPECIAL GUESTS AT THE MEDIA 
RECEPTION AND THE SUPER BOWL. NAMES AND BACKGROUNDS OF 
"WORLD CLASS" ATHLETES FROM YOUR HOST COUNTRY, WHETHER 
RESIDING AT HOME OR PERHAPS IN THE U.S. WOULD BE A HELP- 
FUL INPUT. 

5. SIMILARLY, SUGGESTIONS ON PEOPLE OF CARIBBEAN ORIGIN 
IN THE ENTERTAINMENT FIELD WHO HAVE AN INTERNATIONAL 
REPUTATION AND WHO MIGHT BE INVITED WOULD BE HELPFUL. 

ACTION: DO NOT APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENT AT THIS TIME, 

BUT YOUR SUGGESTIONS AND THOSE OF YOUR COUNTRY TEAM WOULD 
BE EXTREMELY USEFUL. VANCE 
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